EGEC NEWS
Issue No. 21 March
THE VOICE OF GEOTHERMAL ENERGY IN EUROPE
A Word from the EGEC President
Dear members of EGEC,
dear readers of this newsletter,

the first months of 2012 have been full of geothermal activities
already. A major event was “Geotherm 2012”, the trade fair in
Offenburg, Gemany, on March 1-2, the largest geothermal show
held in Europe by now. EGEC had a booth there, and we could
promote the association also during the adjoining congress. There
is more info and some impressions inside this newsletter.

Within project Geoelec, the workshop for Central Europe was
scheduled the day before the Offenburg fair, at the same site. 38
experts joined us to discuss the potential for geothermal power
production. The last workshop in the first series (data acquisition)
will take place on March 22 in Vilnius, Lithuania, focussing on the
Baltic states and Finland – contact com@egec.org if you are
interested in participating.

©Messe Offenburg

The Geothermal Panel of the European Technology Platform for Renewable Heating and Cooling (ETP-RHC) met
also in Offenburg, on March 1st. For the whole platform, the big event for 2012 is drawing closer: The 3 rd Annual
Conference, on 26-27 April 2012 in Copenhagen, Denmark, will have a special focus on district heating, is jointly
organised by ETP-RHC and Euroheat & Power, and is endorsed by the Danish EU Presidency. Your opportunity to
learn about the wider area of renewables, and how geothermal heat fits into the future energy scenarios!

Concerning geothermal district heating, EGEC is leading a consortium for a new project funded within the IEE
framework, focussing on the opportunities for geothermal district heating. The start will be in April, and we will
keep you updated!

For now, I wish you an interesting reading,

Burkhard Sanner
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Policy Update
Find out about the policy issues EGEC is involved in while promoting the Geothermal sector!
EGEC joins coalition calling for ambitious EU heating and cooling policy
EGEC teams up with a number of organisations in order to call for a consistent and ambitious EU heating and
cooling policy. In the Joint Statement Energy Roadmap 2050: Neither Hot nor Cool, the coalition highlights how the
Commission’s document largely disregarded heating and cooling.
Those sectors, which today heavily rely on fossil fuels, are indeed crucial to live up to the EU’s long-term
decarbonisation commitment and to alleviate the continent’s dependence on energy imports. Hence, the
signatories of this joint statement urge further investigation and improved statistical data and modelling for the
successful elaboration of a post-2020 energy framework.

ITRE Committee approves draft Energy Efficiency Directive
On 28 February 2012, the European Parliament’s Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) approved the
Report on the Draft Directive on Energy Efficiency. It was also decided to give the rapporteur Claude Turmes a
mandate to proceed with the negotiations with the Council. The plenary vote will take place only after the end of
these negotiations, more likely in June.
The approved amendments are available here. To find out more the issues at stake for the geothermal energy
sector, please visit the Policy Update Section of the Members Corner (exclusively for EGEC Members).

Tuscany Region to simplify procedures for geothermal exploration
The Environment and Energy Minister of the Tuscany Region, in Italy, proposed a simplification of the
administrative procedures for exploration of mineral resources, including geothermal. The length and burdensome
of permit procedures is a major non-technical barrier for the development of geothermal energy in Europe.
According to the proposed measure, exploration activities could be exempted from some administrative controls
whereas certain strict environmental criteria are met. Other activities, including drilling, will continue to be subject
to strict verification procedures by the competent authority. Source: Geotermianews.it

EGEC Deep Geothermal Market Report 2011
Geothermal on the Up!
At the GeoPower Europe 2011 conference in Milan, EGEC launched the much anticipated Deep
Geothermal Market Report, which is an authoritative and concise account and analysis of the state of
sector in Europe.

The launch presentations give an overview of the report, and are available online.
EGEC Members can download their copy free of charge from the Members Corner ! Other interested
parties can receive this report by making a contribution of 250 euros. For more info and to order the
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EGEC at events
Workshop on EU-Iceland-Japan Cooperation in Geothermal issues
On March 8th 2012, EGEC organised a workshop on
EU-Iceland-Japan Cooperation in Geothermal issues
at the European Economic and Social Committee in
cooperation with EU-Japan Centre for Industrial
Cooperation and Icelandic Mission to the EU. This
workshop looked at how to exploit the huge global
potential of geothermal through increased
cooperation in R&D, technology and knowledge
transfers between the EU, Iceland and Japan. The
event
brought
together
policy-makers,
representatives of research organisations, clusters
and industry to discuss how Europe, Iceland and
Japan could cooperate on developing geothermal.

The workshop was divided into three sessions: the first session focused on the political and historical context of
geothermal energy, the second on technology transfer to third countries and the third session on future steps
public policy. The speakers of the first session included Agustin Escarino Malva from DG Research and Innovation
(European Commission,) Jónas Ketilsson from National Energy Authority of Iceland and Kuniko Urashima from
National Institute of Science and Technology Policy of Japan. In the second session the speakers were Minini from
Turboden, Runólfur Maack from Mannvit. The speaker of the third session was Gunter Siddiqi from the Swiss
Federal Office of Energy. You can find the presentations with publication permission on the EGEC website.

Amongst the main findings of the workshop there
was that Japan is planning of replacing nuclear
with new geothermal power plants and relies for
this also on international cooperation.
Geothermal is indeed well suited as it can be
produced as a base-load renewable resource,
meaning it can run 24 hours per day, 7 days a
week, and as it is generally immune from weather
effects and does not show seasonal variation.

After the event EGEC issued a press release stating that substantially higher research, development and
demonstration funds are needed in order for Geothermal to become more competitive. You can read the press
release here!
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Upcoming Events

2012 Conference on Renewable Heating and Cooling
The RHC-Platform and Euroheat & Power are joining forces and organising a joint annual conference
under the auspices of the Danish Presidency of the EU and with support of the European Commission.
The conference will be held from 26-27 April 2012 in Copenhagen, Denmark.

EGEC is organising a site visit to a geothermal plant (of Dansk Fjernvarmes Geotermiselsktell) in
Copenhagen on April 25th, a day before the start of the conference. A bus transfer to the site
will leave at 13:20 in afternoon from the conference venue (Scandic Copenhagen) and return to
the same location at 16:20.
You can register both to the conference and the site visit here!
The Full Programme is also available for download.

8th Lithuanian Geothermal Association Conference
‘Geothermal Energy—Implementation of Law on Renewable Energy’
The 2012 edition of the LGA conference, will take place on the 23rd of March at the Information Office of the
Lithuanian Parliament, the Seimas (including a site visit to the Klaipeida geothermal district heating on
Saturday 24th of March). Issues under discussion include LGA activity to promote geothermal, geological
conditions for utilisation of geothermal in Lithuania and other topics on technology development. EGEC will
be present to present its work on the Deep Geothermal Market Report.
More info please contact the Lithuanian Geothermal Association at krea@techpark.lt
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Market Developments & News
Europe
Germany
GeoTHERM Expo & Congress broke previous records and became Europe‘s largest geothermal trade fair
GeoTHERM took place on 1st and 2nd March 2012 in Offenburg for the sixth time gathering 174 exhibitors and
almost 3500 visitors from 32 countries. The number of exhibitors went up more than 30 percent and amount of
visitors 20 percent from last year. The day just before GeoTHERM several cooperation partners –EGEC included–
used the congress center on the fair ground for workshops, courses and general meetings.
A fair is a place for meeting and communication – and
also the German associations in geothermal energy
met: The presidents of GtV-BV, Waldemar MüllerRuhe, and of WFG, Erin Knapek, chatting at the WFGbooth.

(Photo: Sanner)

Serbia
Serbian company NIS developing geothermal power and heating projects in Vojvodina
The predominant oil company in Serbia, Naftna Industrija Srbije AD (NIS) signed a contract with the province of
Vojvodina for the development of a combined heat and power plant. NIS wants to add power generation to its core
business in oil and gas, with the help of Hungarian GMV Energy and EU-Fire. The companies aim to tap mostly unutilized geothermal resources in the north of Serbia and to switch local heating plants from gas and heavy oil based
heating to geothermal heating.

Slovenia
CEOC acquires Nafta Geoterm
Central Europe Oil Company announce that it has entered into a share purchase agreement with Nafta Petrochem
to acquire 100% of Nafta Geoterm (NG) which is subject to the formal approval of the Capital Assets Management
Agency of the Republic of Slovenia (AUKN). With this agreement CEOC increases its interest in the Goricko, Filovci
and Bukovci-Kog exploration blocks in North-East Slovenia from 40% to 60%, and acquires an oil field services
capability that will support the delivery of the Group's regional field redevelopment and exploration strategy. NG
also has geothermal energy and gas processing interests to complement their strategy.

United Kingdom
£6 million grant for geothermal energy project in Cornwall
Geothermal Engineering Ltd, a British company developing the UK’s first commercial-scale geothermal power plant,
has been awarded £6 million towards the cost of a geothermal plant in Cornwall. Geothermal Engineering Ltd
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A pioneering research centre into geothermal energy is also planned in conjunction with the University of Exeter Sustainability
Institute. The plant will produce 10MW of electricity, to be fed into the National Grid; and 50MW of renewable heat energy
(which is equivalent to the heat needed to supply 20 schools for a year), which will be made available for local use. According
to Ryan Law, Managing Director of Geothermal Engineering Ltd, and Chair of the Renewable Energy Association’s Deep
Geothermal Group there are already more plans for the future. “Once the first plant is operational, we will roll out further
projects across Devon and Cornwall which could produce up to a total of 300MW of electricity. The South West has a great
geothermal resource and developing this resource will mean more jobs, more British engineering expertise, and more clean
energy for the country”, he stated.

News: EGEC Projects
Regional Data Compilation Workshops:
These workshops are part of achieving a central objective of the GEOELEC project , which is to bring
together experts in geothermal in Europe, to assess the existing resources and therefore potential for
producing geothermal power. For more information, contact com@egec.org.
Target Group

Date

Location

Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Sweden, Ukraine

22nd March 2012

Vilnius, Lithuania

GEOELEC Partners are also working on the production of 2 relevant documents pertaining to promoting
geothermal electricity in Europe:
A) ‘Technical Report on Grid Access’
B) ‘Report on Risk Insurance’

Geotrainet Programme
The European Training Board was established in February 2012. Countries currently represented comprise:
AT, BE, BG, DE, EE, ES, FR, HU, IE, IT, LT, PT, RO, SE, and the UK. Working groups are currently reviewing the
curricula from the Geotrainet project and prepare the statutes of the new activity. The European associations
involved (EFG, EGEC, and a third partner yet to be confirmed) are working on the organisational
infrastructure for the Geotrainet board.

If you do not see your country listed above, and if you are working in shallow geothermal energy (mainly
ground source heat pumps), contact your national geothermal association, heat pump association, geological
survey, or whatever might be appropriate, and interest them in Geotrainet.
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Calendar Events
April 2012
European Geosciences Union General Assembly, 22—27 April, Vienna, Austria.
Website
RHC– Platform and Euroheat & Power Conference, 26 & 27 April, Copenhagen, Denmark
Website
May 2012
InnoStock 2012, 16-18 May, Llieda, Spain
Website
June 2012
GeoPower Indonesia & Philippines, 6-7 June, Jakarta, Indonesia.
Website
Renewable Energy World Conference, 12—14 June, Cologne, Germany.
Website
European Sustainable Energy Week, 18—22 June, Brussels, Belgium.
Website
August 2012
GEA National Geothermal Summit , 7-8 August, Sacramento, USA.
Website
September 2012
GRC Annual Meeting, 30 September—3 October, Reno, USA
Website
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