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A word from the EGEC president
Dear members of EGEC, dear readers of this newsletter,
Changes are coming for our association, which will see
many interesting updates in the upcoming two months.
To reflect EGEC’s growth, and its constant committment to
the promotion of the geothermal industry in Europe, we
will soon be rolling out an updated corporate identity and
a completely renovated website. The renewal will officially
be unveiled on May 10th in Brussels, in a private reception
following a round table on “Clean Energy for all Europeans:
Towards a new energy market with flexible RES power
and renewable heating and cooling”. The event will bring
together European policymakers and industry leaders
from the geothermal sector to discuss, in a conversational
high-level setting, the revision of the EU climate and
energy framework and how this will affect the geothermal
industry.

Ruggero Bertani at the opening session of EGC 2016. Source: EGEC

investigating the proposal.
Our sector gave a tepid welcome to the EU Commission’s
proposals for the recast of the Renewable Energy Directive
(RES-D). The Commission stated a strong support to
increasing the share of renewables in the heating and
cooling sector and to develop the next generation of
flexible RES-E technologies; yet it shied away from binding
measures for faster development.

To mark the occasion, the full Geothermal Market Report
2016 will also be presented and made available for EGEC
members.

EGEC encourages the European Parliament and the
Council to improve the Commission’s proposal and put the
European Union back on track towards its commitment to
becoming the world number one in renewable energy.

I would also like to take this chance to announce
the release, in June 2017, of the book “Perspectives
for Geothermal Energy in Europe”, for which I had
the pleasure to work, as editor, with some of the key
geothermal experts in Europe.

The co-legislators (EU Parliament and Member States)
have started negotiating the new EU energy and climate
framework. In particular, while Members of the Parliament
are working on the entire package, Member States prefer
to focus on energy efficiency and energy performance
of buildings directives. EGEC has finalised its position on
a number of files, and meetings with the EU institutions
are progressing at full speed. For an update, the EGEC
staff is organising a web meeting in April (see inside this
newsletter)

The book, published in collaboration with World Scientific
Publishing Europe, presents an overview of the current
status of geothermal energy in Europe. It illustrates the
most suitable technology for Continental European
electricity development (binary plant), as well as the most
promising technique for heat utilization, heat pumps.
Specific chapters are dedicated to European countries with
important geothermal resources (Iceland, Italy, Turkey, The
Netherlands), to conclude with a presentation of current
geothermal policy and regulations within Europe, and
a discussion of how this fits in with the EU Energy and
Climate Framework.

During the next few weeks, we will further deepen our
positions and our proposals to the European Parliament
and Council for amending the legislative text. To
participate in the process, and be fully engaged in the
post-2020 framework for RES electricity and Heating and
Cooling in Europe, join EGEC and its working group on
Policy and Regulations.

I would like to thank all the authors for their valuable
support and esteemed contribution to the volume.
Following the unveiling of the package “Clean Energy for
All” by the European Commission, which notably includes
the new Renewable Energy Directive, EGEC is working on

I wish you an interesting read!
Ruggero Bertani
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EGEC organises a web meeting on the
Renewable Energy Directive on the
district heating provisions
The Renewable Energy Directive proposal from the
European Commission is hailed as a gamechanger for
renewables in heating and cooling. As also highlighted
by EGEC in a recent video, this is a much needed step,
since fossil fuels remain dominant in the sector. Among
the proposals – which EGEC deemed to be overall still
insufficient for renewable heating and cooling – are
provisions on district heating.
The web meeting will present the European Commission
proposal on district heating and ask for inputs from
EGEC members on how they may be affected and on
how the proposals should be modified.
EGEC’s briefing on the Renewable Energy Directive
Article 24 on District heating is available in the members
area on the EGEC website.

European Commission’s 5 scenario
for the future of EU, what it means for
renewables
On March 1st, the European Commission published a
much awaited “White Paper on the Future of Europe”.
The document lays out five scenarios for the trajectories
the EU could follow in the upcoming decades. The paper
describes a diverse range of EU futures: “Carrying On”,
“Nothing but the Single Market”, “Those Who Want
More Do More”, “Doing Less More Efficiently” and “Doing
Much More Together”.

Click here to play the video

Energy and climate objectives, however, seem to be
somehow sidestepped in these scenarios. For instance,
the Commission’s publication notes that in the case of
the “Nothing but the Single Market” scenario – which
amounts to a regression in European integration –
the EU is likely to lose its global leadership on climate
and energy. The incapability of the block to develop a
common position would bar it to have leadership on the
issue. The paper also underlines that a more integrated
European Union would be more capable to meet the
current long term climate objectives.

EGEC’s contribution to the European
public consultation on the reform of
the VAT rates
On March 20th, EGEC submitted its contribution to the
consultation launched by the European Commission to
collect views on the revision of the VAT Directive.
EGEC’s position emphasised that the reform of VAT rates
should be aligned with the objectives of the Energy
Union, which means that they should contribute to
promote investment in renewable energy and energy
efficiency.

Decarbonisation targets have been playing a crucial
role in the development of renewables in the European
Union. A disintegrated EU would also likely be less
active in promoting RD&I in new renewable energy
technologies.

EGEC’s contribution to the public consultation on the
reform of the VAT directive is available here.
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Guidelines on Balancing markets
and network codes: towards regional
integration

2016

The guidelines on balancing markets proposed by
the European Commission, which are parts of the
network codes, went in front of the electricity crossborder committee in March. Once adopted, these
guidelines would open the balancing markets to smaller
installations, and promote their regional integration.

EGEC GEOTHERMAL
MARKET REPORT
6th Edition // Soon to be
available in May 2017

The guidelines are available here.

EGEC publishes the 2017 update of its
funding guide for geothermal in Europe

The only assessment of the entire
geothermal sector in Europe.
Now completely revamped and
including, for the first time, an
overview of the global geothermal
market.

The last edition of the guide, published in 2015, has
been updated to include the latest developments for
European funding guides. Several facilities that do not
propose support to new projects have been crossed out
from the guide, while new facilities have been added
to the list.
The guide also provides the deadlines and terms to
apply to open call for projects and tenders. Ongoing
calls notably include Interreg V (from March to June
2017).

FULL REPORT AVAILABLE
FOR EGEC MEMBERS ONLY
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The EGEC’s guide on Funding Scheme for geothermal in
Europe is available in the members area on the EGEC
website.

Edited by Ruggero Bertani
Enel Green Power, Italy

Preferred Publisher of Leading Thinkers
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NEWS
Pre-announcement: GeoERA joint call
for proposals on applied geoscience

Good conditions for deep geothermal
energy in Switzerland

The GeoERA consortium will launch a joint call for
transnational research projects that address the
development of:

The Swiss Federal Council adopted the report
“Development and implementation of promotional
measures for the exploitation of deep geothermal
energy in Switzerland”, which concludes that geothermal
energy could make an important contribution to
security of supply in Switzerland. The exploration of
the subsurface will have to be better coordinated and
promoted by various measures. It will therefore be
possible to identify suitable areas for deep geothermal
exploitation their utilisation for the production of heat
and electricity. Click here for more information (IT, DE,
FR).

•

•

•

interoperable, pan-European data and information
services on the distribution of geo-energy,
groundwater and raw material resources and
harmonized methods to assess those;
common assessment frameworks and
methodologies supporting better understanding
and management of the water-energy-raw
materials nexus and potential impacts and risks of
subsurface use;
knowledge and services aimed at European,
national and regional policy makers, industry and
other stakeholders.

DARLINGe – Danube Region Leading
Geothermal Energy
A new geothermal project will work to boost the
sustainable utilization of the existing, however still
largely unexploited, deep geothermal resources in the
heating sector in the Southern region of the Pannonian
Basin. For further information please visit the project
website and subscribe to the newsletters: http://www.
interreg-danube.eu/darlinge

The call has a planned budget of 30.3 M€, of which 10
M€ is allocated by the EC. For further information about
the call, please click here.

Drilling on St1’s geothermal pilot
project at Otaniemi will be paused for
approximately half a year

Share of renewables in energy
consumption in the EU still on the rise

St1 began drilling of geothermal pilot heat plant at
Otaniemi in April last year, but continuing the project to
a greater depth with the tested water hammer proved
financially unreasonable and the company is looking
for a new drilling solution. The project will focus on the
development and testing of water hammer technology.
This phase is estimated to last for approximately six
months, after which the aim is to start the drilling again
at the site. In this case, the project could be completed
in the first half of 2018. Click here for more information

In 2015, the share of energy from renewable sources
in gross final consumption of energy reached 16.7%
in the EU, nearly double 2004 (8.5%), the first year for
which the data are available, says an article issued by
Eurostat. The target to be reached by 2020 for the EU is
a share of 20% energy from renewable sources in gross
final consumption of energy.

Swiss Federal Council approves report
on hydraulic fracturing
The Swiss Federal Council adopted its position regarding
the exploitation of the subsurface by hydraulic
fracturing (or fracking). The technique must be allowed
under certain conditions, especially in the case of deep
drilling for geothermal heat extraction. According to the
report there are no grounds to ban hydraulic fracturing.
However, the Council recommends harmonization in
the practice of exploitation of the subsoil, that at the
moment varies significantly among the Cantons. Click
here for more information (IT, DE, FR).
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PROJECTS: RHC ETIP

Innovation in the renewable
heating and cooling sector:
Present your project at the
RHC ETIP annual event!
RHC ETIP Annual Event: 20th June 2017
The European Technology and Innovation Platform on Renewable Heating & Cooling (RHC-ETIP) will organise the
2017 edition of its annual event on 20th June in Brussels, during the European Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW).
The event will the place in the morning at CENELEC, Avenue Marnix 17, Brussels, Belgium, and it will be followed
by the technology panel meetings in the afternoon and by the RHC ETIP Board meeting on 21 June. Registration
will be free of charge but mandatory. Further information on the agenda and the registration procedure will be
available shortly.
The event aims to present innovative projects in the renewable heating and cooling sector, with a view to discussing
the conditions to support innovations in the RHC sector and to highlighting research priorities to be addressed
in the future. The RHC-ETIP is looking forward to welcoming our members and all other stakeholders who are
interested in our work on the definition of research and development priorities.

Call for innovative projects in the renewable heating and cooling sector
The RHC-ETIP invites experts in the RHC sector to present innovative projects at the annual event. The projects
will be divided into 7 technology categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biomass
District heating and cooling
Geothermal
Heat pumps
Hybrid systems
Thermal energy storage
Solar thermal heating and cooling

One project will be selected per category. The relevant Steering Committee will select the winning projects based
on the information provided in the application form.
To submit your application, please fill in the online questionnaire available here. The deadline to fill in the
questionnaire is 22nd May 2017. Winners will be notified by beginning of June and will be provided with guidelines
to prepare their flash presentations for the RHC-event on 20th June.

SUBMIT YOUR PROJECT
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PROJECTS: CoolingEU / Heat Roadmap Europe

CoolingEU issues its first
newsletter

CoolingEU just recently released its first newsletter. Among the many interesting news is the publication of the
report Estimation of European Union residential sector space cooling potential, which estimates the potential
space cooling demands in the residential sector of the EU and the resulting impact on electricity generation and
supply systems using the United States as a proxy.
A forum of which EGEC is an observer, CoolingEU brings together stakeholders representing the European cooling
demand and supply sector to promote a more efficient and cleaner cooling supply, increase the number of dedicated
research projects and rise awareness on the importance of cooling.
Click here to read the newsletter.

Heat Roadmap Europe launched Peta4, a
new interactive tool for heating and cooling
The Pan-European Thermal Atlas (Peta4) is an interactive online map of the heating and cooling demand, efficiency
and supply in Europe. Created by the Heat Roadmap Europe (HRE) project, it provides visual and technical data
for heating and cooling projects, giving users an appropriate analysis tool and easier access to relevant data.
Peta4 covers the 14 EU member states that are part of the Heat Roadmap Europe project. Developed by project
partners at Halmstad University, European University Flensburg, and Aalborg University, it creates maps with specific
and realistic data on the location and scale of heat demand and excess heat, which will facilitate the development
of energy system solutions across Europe.
Users can search for a specific location, to analyse the feasibility of a project in an area and assess where, for
example, district heating or heat pumps could be economically viable. Peta4 contains a 100 m resolution grid of
the modelled heat demand in 2015, which visualises where district heating networks could be implemented. This
is combined with a layer presenting the excess heat supply available from various large-scale plants and industries,
to show how these new district heating networks could supply their heat demand.
The maps use openly accessible spatial geo-data from the European Commission, the European Environmental
Agency and Eurostat. They are produced and funded under the framework of the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme.
To access the Peta4 maps, visit: http://www.heatroadmap.eu/Peta4.php
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EVENTS

31/03, GEOTHERMAL ENERGY:
THE CURRENT SITUATION AND
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS
The event “Geothermal energy: the current situation and future development” is organized as part of OMC 2017
- Offshore Mediterranean Conference & Exhibition, on March 31, from 9.00 am to 1.00 pm in Ravenna, Italy, at
The Pala De Andre’ Arena (Hall 4). With this event, the Italian Directorate General for Safety of Mining and Energy
Activities - National Mining Office for Hydrocarbons and Georesources intends to take stock of the situation in Italy
and in other European countries, in relation to a prime source of energy, such as geothermal heat.
Click here for more information and here to register.

14-17/05, EUROHEAT & POWER
CONGRESS: ‘EXPERIENCE
TOMORROW TODAY’
The next Euroheat & Power Congress will be held in
Glasgow, UK from 14th to 17th of May 2017. With
political support and visibility increasing rapidly at the
EU level and in many national markets, there has never
been a more exciting time to be in the DHC business.
Click here to visit the website and here to register.

19-25/06,
EUROPEAN
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY WEEK
Calls are open for EUSEW 2017 networking activities.
Lead, share, inspire! Do you have an idea for a networking
activity? Apply until 10 April 2017. Or apply at any time
to set up a local energy day.
Click here to visit the website.
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EVENTS: Der Geothermiekongress 2017
DER GEOTHERMIEKONGRESS 2017 / GERMAN GEOTHERMAL CONGRESS 2017

The German Geothermal Congress 2017 takes place from the12th until the 14th of September at the BMW Welt in Munich.
Munich and its surroundings stand for the successful valorization and use of geothermal energy. The Congress is the meeting
point of the German geothermal sector and a suitable platform for an international knowledge exchange. The Congress will
be visited by scientists, organizations, enterprises and agencies of the geothermal and related sectors.
In addition to the partner country Austria, Central America will be participating at the Congress as a partner region. The
global knowledge exchange during the Congress will be broadened with the help of international partners and supported
by organisations like the German Society for international cooperation (GIZ).
Institutional research meets applied practice
The programme of the Congress offers a wide networking of
scientific findings in case of practice and research. The GGC starts
with a day of workshops (12th of September).

Until the 31th of March scientific papers
can be handed in for presentations during
the Congress. We are looking for drafts of
lectures about your practical experiences and
research work in shallow and deep geothermal
energy use. If you are interested in joining the
Congress with a presentation please hand in an
abstract until the 31st March online (www.dergeothermiekongress.de). The

So far the following topics will be included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call for Papers: Submission possible until
31st March

// Innovative shallow geothermal energy
// Micro seismicity in operation
// Central America
// Water-water-systems in Bavaria
// Statistics concerning the shallow geothermal energy
// Progress report EEG (Renewable Energy Act)
// Shallow geothermal energy in Austria

The Congress continues with two informative days of lectures
(13th and 14th September) on shallow as well as deep geothermal
energy. Furthermore, renowned scientists and experts will give
keynotes as an introduction for the different topics. The Science
Bar offers a good opportunity for young scientists to discuss
various topics and to network. By presenting their research
thesis, they apply for Science Bar prize, which will be awarded
during the Congress.
More detailed information about the Congress and the Call for
Papers at www.der-geothermiekongress.de.
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Submitted lectures will be reviewed by the
scientific committee, which judges and arranges
the papers of scientists, experts of organisations
and agencies to create a diversified programme.
Presentations can be held in German or English.
After 1 June the lecturers will be informed.
English lectures are welcome.

EVENTS: Calendar
Events Calendar
Renovables en 2017: nuevas subastas de
capacidad

30 March 2017

Madrid, Spain

Website

Geothermal energy: the current situation
and future developments

31 March 2017

Ravenna, Italy

Website

38th Euroheat & Power Congress

14-17th May 2017

Glasgow, United
Kingdom

Website

12th IEA Heat Pump Conference

15-18th May 2017

Rotterdam, The
Netherlands

Website

GeoEnergi 2017

22 – 23 May 2017

Bergen, Norway

Website

IGC Turkey 2017

23 – 24 May 201

Izmir, Turkey

Website

European Sustainable Energy Week

19 - 25th June 2017

Brussels, Belgium

Website

RHC- ETIP Annual Event: Innovation in the
renewable heating and cooling sector

20 June 2017

Brussels, Belgium

Website

Sustainable Earth Sciences Conference

03 – 07 September 2017

Malmö, Sweden

Website

Praxisforum Geothermie.Bayern 2017

11 – 12 September 2017

Munich, Germany

Website

Der Geothermiekongress 2017

12 – 14 September 2017

Munich, Germany

Website

Conference “Novel approaches for
Geothermal Exploration”

04 – 06 October 2017

Akureyri, Iceland

Website

European Geothermal Workshop 2017

12 – 13 October 2017

Karlsruhe, Germany

Website

IGC Invest Geothermal

8 - 9 November 2017

Frankfurt, Germany

Website

EGEC is a non-profit membership organisation whose sole aim is the promotion of the geothermal industry. It supports its members by lobbying
on their behalf.
Members from 28 countries (including private companies, national
associations, consultants, research centres, geological surveys, and public
authorities) make EGEC a strong and powerful network, uniting and
representing the entire sector.
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